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25 YEARS OF THE COURIER: 

A PERSONAL MEMOIR 
by Stanley Russell Howe 

When I became Director in 1974, there was almost 
immediately a discussion of the fact that the Society did not 
have a newsletter. Every so often from then on, the topic of 
a regular publication came up, but so much time was being 
spent in acquiring a collection, preserving old newspapers, 
and generally setting up operations for the museum, research 
library and developing exhibits, that nothing appeared of this 
nature until late in 1976. At that time, it was decided to 
proceed with something that contained local history articles, 
program information, news of the Society and a membership 
application. The publication of the first issue, called “The 
Bethel Courier” after the town’s first newspaper (1858- 
1861), attracted more than a hundred new members. This 
^itial issue contained a brief history of the Society, an 
_ aitor’s column which indicated that this new venture would 
be semi-annual, and that response would dictate whether or 
not it became quarterly. A list of officers and committees was 
also published along with a schedule of programs, news of a 
restoration project and the Broad Street Historic District, 
greetings from the Society president, genealogical notes, a 
review of Francis Parkman ’ s Gould Academy Story, details of 
the sealing of the bicentennial capsule, a bibliography of 
recent Bethel area publications, and finally an article on 
Chester Harding who executed the portraits of Doctor and 
Mrs. Mason. First class postage (thirteen cents) was used to 
mail the approximately 100 issues, all hand-addressed, to 
members and friends. 

For the next few years, succeeding issues generally 
followed the fomiat established in the first issue. Feature 
articles ranged from “Memories of Broad Street” to “Bethel 
During the First World War” to “Dr. Mason’s Golden 
Wedding Anniversary” to a history of Main Street. There 
was also an extended discussion of area ferries on the 
Androscoggin and a history of the Bethel Library for its 
centenary. 

In June 1980, the decision was made to go quarterly, 
which has been the pattern to the present time. Generally, The 
' t ~*"ourier contained eight pages until the 1 990s when it moved 
to twelve. As one looks at twenty-five years of issues, one is 
struck with what a resource these pages are for learning what 
were the issues facing the organization at any given time, 
from the early days of fund raising to the present capital 
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SOCIETY MARKS 

No one seem* to know who first conceived of 
a Bethel historical society, but in 1855 thirty citi- 
zens gathered for what was recorded as an antiqua- 
rian supper with a desire to preserve the town's 
history. Various reminiscences were heard, all ap- 
parently faithfully recorded in the "Oxford Demo- 
crat" bv Bethel's moat prolific historian. Nathaniel 


BtlHel HltlorUel Society 


FIRST DECADE 

ture homes for the Society to house all the matcri 
als of Bethel's past that were collected, but until 
this goal was achieved these were stored in the 
attic of the Library building. A constitution was ad 
opted the first year and a pamphlet "Molly Ockett" 
appeared in 19®. 

The struarle to survive nroved difficult Mem- 
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SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF l ilt PAST THIRTY-FIVE 
YEARS OF TIIE BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
1966-2001 

1*64 Society founded si t meeting IB die Bethel Library 
1969 Society founder sod linl w.-rcUO t»» Been dirt 
1971 Society become • noa-ftuftl SOI tel J coqHXsnuB 
1971 Dr Mote* Mttun Home placed on Ntliunsl Rcgiiter of 



Evolution o/The Courier: The inspiration for the name of the 
Society publication was taken from a newspaper published in 
Bethel between 1858-61, shown top. Volume I, Number l, the 
first Society issue, is below it and at the bottom is a recent 
issue without Bethel in the name, which reflects the Society 's 
new regional focus. 


campaign. Here one learns of donations of artifacts, 
membership numbers, annual giving levels, special events, 
lecture series, and other special times. 

To give some of the flavor of The Courier throughout the 
years it seems appropriate to quote from some of the issues. 
From Margaret Herrick’s memories of Broad Street: “I knew 
Mr. Bingham well; I used to love to waltz with him. You see, 
until it appeared in the Boston papers that he was the richest 
man in Maine, he lived like everyone else. Then when the big 

(Continued on page 4) 




CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

As of 3 1 December 200 1 , over $600,000 had been raised from cash, 
stock, gifts, pledges, grants, and challenges from over 400 donors. 

Corporate Gifts 

Exxon $1000 

Grantham, Mayo, Van Otterloo & Co. LLC $5000 
Mead Publishing Paper Division $4000 
Northeast Bank $25,000 

In-Kind Services 

Lee F. Carroll, Electrical Engineer, Gorham, NH, Design SI 904 
Points North Surveying, Bethel, Property Survey $392.50 
James and Anne Mann, West Paris, Maine Gem Necklace $5,000 

Foundation Grants 

Betterment Fund $75,000 
Bingham Trust $10,000 
Margaret E. Burnham Charitable Trust $2,500 
Davis Family Foundation $40,000 
Dean Fisher Charitable Foundation $1 5,000 
Libra Foundation $10,000 
Simmons Foundation $7,500 

Room Naming Opportunities 

($25,000 or more) 

Robert and Nancy Chadboume 
Joan S. Goodhew, Atlanta GA 

Traditional Crafts Room in Honor of Florence Bickford Hastings 
Dr. John and Jane Champe Payne, Baltimore, MD 
Robert and Janet Spidell, San Clemente, CA 
Henry and Patricia Stewart, Bryant Pond 
Roxanne Twitchell Sly, Brooklin 
Michael S. Stowell, Palm Coast, FL 
Mary Valentine/Richard Valentine, Bethel 

Dr. Nathaniel Tuckerman True Associates 
(Donors of $1 0,000 or more) 

Anonymous (1) 

Walter and Carolyn Hatch, Bethel 

Enoch Foster Partners 

(Donors of $5000 to $9999) 

Anonymous (2) 

Robert Goodwin, Norway 
Richard and Sally Taylor, Bethel 
Edmond and Sudie Vachon, Bethel 
Royden and Alice Keddy, Gorham 

Agnes Hastings Straw Circle 

(Donors of$2500 to S4999) 

Kenneth and Gwyneth Bohr, Bethel 
Dexter and Janet Stowell, Bethel 

Dr. William B. Lapham Honor Society 

(Donors of$1000 to $2499) 

Anonymous (2) 

Alvin and Lee Barth, Bethel 
Rotary Club in Honor of John Head and Roger Conant 
Ted and Kitty Chadboume, Cumberland Center 
Stephen and Lynda Chandler, Brunswick 
Geoffrey and Martha Fuller Clark, Portsmouth, NH 
Howard and Virginia Cole, Bethel 
Dana and Barbara Douglass, Bethel 


Colwyn and Judy Haskell, Bethel 
William and Susan Herlihy, Newry 
Richard and Lorrie Hoeh, Bethel 
Jane and Richard Hosterman, West Bethel 
Rep. Arlan and Eleanor Jodrey, Bethel ^ 

Rebecca Kendall, Bethel 
Alden and Mabel Kennett, Bethel 
Thomas H. Mitchell, Culver City, CA 
Helen Morton, Newry 
MollyOckett Chapter DAR 
George and Danna Nickerson, Bethel 
Dean and Priscella Walker, Bethel 
Stephen and Margaret Wight, Newry 

21*' Century Club 

(Donors of $999 in honor of the Society’s occupancy of the 
Robinson House in 1999) 

Stanley R. Howe, Bethel 

Robert Chapman Founders 

(Donors of$500 to $998) 

Anonymous (1) 

Barbara H. Brown, South Paris 
Lincoln and Suzanne Fiske, Bethel 
John and Julia Fox, West Newton, MA 
Ronald and Marguerite Kendall, Bethel 
Robert and Virginia Keniston, Bethel 
William H. Kieffer, III, Bethel 
Roy Kilgore, Guadaloupe, CA 
John and Margaret King, Lakeland, FL 
Fred and Penny Milton, West Boylston, MA 
Persis Post, Bethel 
Martin Silver, Norway 
Donald and Constance Vautour, Waterboro 

Friends of the Robinson House 
(Donors Up to $499) 

Robert Albota, Ottawa, Ontario; Alder River Grange #145, Bethel; 
John Amann, New York, NY; Esther Anderson, Brockton, MA; Philip 
G. Andrews, Fryeburg; Ernest and Alberta Angevine, Bethel; Jean 
Anton, Greenwood; Roberta Arbree, Randolph, NH; M/M James 
Aumen, Warren, NJ; Elizabeth Bane, Bethel; Romeo and Jo Baker, 
Newry; Bradley and Judith Barker, Bethel; Jean Barker, Delray, FL; 
Donald and Jan Barnhart, San Mateo, CA; M/M Robert Barrell, Jr., 
West Boylston, M A; John and Mary Beth Bayerlein, Bethel; D. A. Bean 
Enterprises, Bethel; Evelyn T. Bean, Bryant Pond; Kathleen Bean, 
BryantPond; Bessie Bennett, Bethel; Randall H. Bennett, Bethel; Capt. 
Richard and Frances Bernier, Bethel; Alfred Bianchi, Shrewsbury, MA; 
Allyn Billings, Brattleboro.VT; AnneBooske, Lancaster, PA; Roberta 
D. Bordanaro, Granby, CT; A. W. and Florine Bowden, Bethel; Donald 
and Eleanor Brooks, Bethel; Arlene Brown, Bethel; Armenthia Brown, 
Owings Mills, MD; Caroline Brown, Colorado Springs, CO; David and 
Nancy Brown, St. Johnsbury, VT; Gurdon S. Buck, Watertown, MA; 
Norma Buck, Oxford; Lois Burgess, Bethel; Donald and Mary 
Calderwood, Mesa, AZ; Catherine Canavan, Cool, CA; William and 
Sarah Carignan, Rumford Center; Frances Carleton, Dixfield; Ina 
Carey, Framingham, MA; Irving Carver, White Bear Lake, MN; Ernest 
and Beverly Cassara, Cambridge, M A; Roberta Chandler, Lovell; Ethel 
Chapman, West Bethel; Rosalind Chapman, Bethel; A1 and Doris 
Chiaradonna, North Reading, MA, Donald M. Christie, Jr., M.D., Gray; 
Norman and Sylvia Clanton, Bethel; Honorable Susan Collins, Bangor; 
Ben B. Conant, South Paris; Stanley Coolidge, Oxford; David Cordelia, 
Shrewsbury, MA; Allen and Jacqueline Cressy, Bethel; Eva Conroy, 
Auburn; Clayton and Lola Crockett, Bethel; Jack and Sue Cross, 
Bethel; David and Judy Crouse, Lexington, KY; James and Julie 
Dougherty, Larchmont, NY; Richard and Grace Douglass, Bethel; 
Richard and Carole Duplessis, Bethel; Richard C. Dumin, Norway; 
Katheryn Eames, Cape Elizabeth; Margaret Edwards, Upton; 
Robert and Mary Eichel, Bethel; Howard and Alice Fales, West 
Redding, CT; Raymond Fales, Waitsfield, VT; Donald and Ruth 



Feeney, Bethel; Jayne Fife, Salt Lake City, UT; Norman and Barbara 
Ferguson, Hanover; Alan Fraser, Bethel; Doris Fraser, Bethel; Marion 
Gates, Ann Arbor, MI; Shirley and Marilyn Gilbert, West Bethel; 
Goodwin’s Insurance, Norway, Gordon and Mary Gillies, Bethel; Dr. 
*and Mrs. Glascock, Cedar Falls, IA; Wilma Gorman, Bethel; William 
and Marguerite Graham, Bethel; Anne Grasso, Providence, RI; Gray 
Marketing Company, Bethel; Jean Grover, Bethel; Mona Grover, 
Bethel; Rupert and Suzanne Grover, Norway; Frances Harding, Bethel; 
Carolyn and Tom Harrison, Portland; Stephen and Susan Hart, 
Billerica, MA; John Jr. and Jean Hartranf, Rumford; Eric and Celeste 
Hastings, North Reading, MA; Florence Hastings, Bethel; William and 
Virginia Hastings, Shelburne, NH; Michael and Leslie Hathaway, 
Conway, NH; Barbara Healy, Waterville; Clayton and Helen Heath, 
Norway; Scott Heydon, Shaker Heights, OH; Elizabeth Hines, 
Brooklin; Ruth Holmes, Bryant Pond; Adolf U. Honkala, Midlothian, 
VA; Kathy McLeod Hooke, Bethel; Allan Howe, Bethel; Geraldine 
Howe, Bethel; John and Joan Howe, Ottawa, Ontario; John Gregory 
Howe, Gettysburg, PA; Roland and Sally Huston, Rye, NH; Lee and 
Virginia Hutchins, Bethel; Vernon Ingraham, Wareham,MA; Dana and 
Mildred Jackson, Bethel; Charlotte K. Johnson, Westford, MA; Diane 
Jones, Fryeburg; Ardith A. Kelly, Salinas, CA; Earlon and Mary 
Keniston, Bethel; Lois Kilroy, Bethel; Edie Ellen Kimball, 
Newburyport, MA; John H. King, Camden; Jon Kirssin, 
Mechanicsburg, PA; John Kubach, Bethel; Daisy LeClair, Bethel; Will 
and Mary Leland, Berkeley Heights, NJ; Fern Lincoln, Reading, PA; 
Louise Lincoln, Bethel; Nancy Lincoln, Bethel; James Locke, Topeka, 
KS; Elizabeth Lord, Bethel; Michael Lovejoy, Norway, Arlene Lowell, 
Bethel; Frank and Beatrice Lowell, Newry; Robert Lowell, Newry; 
M/M Peter Lunder, The Lunder Foundation, Waterville; Blake and 
Rachel MacKay, Bethel; James and Ethel Mann, Lunenburg, MA; 
Mary March, Bridgton; Lynn Mason-Courtney, Bethel; Geneva McCoy, 
‘'Bethel; Frances McKnight, Auburn; Mina McMillin, Bethel; Nancy H. 
Mercer, Bethel; Leonard E. and Renee Minsky Charitable Trust, 
Bangor; Marilyn R. Noyes Mollicone, Augusta; Joann C. Mooney, 
London, UK; Blaine Moores, Acton; Nancy Morris, Bethel; Herbert H. 
Morton III, Andover, MA; Schuyler and Winifred Mott, Paris; Ellen 
Mugar, Cape Elizabeth; James and Lucia Owen, Stoneham; Jean Owen, 
Bethel; Marvin and Tineka Ouwinga, Bethel; Richard and Wendy 
Penley, Bethel; Lillian Perkins, Bethel; Duane and Gail Preble, 
Kenncbunkport; Betty Barlow Prescott, Bangor; Eleanor Pugliese, 
Bethel; Norman and Joan Putnam, Bryant Pond; Joan Ramsey, 
Groveton, NH; James and Julia Reuter, Bethel; Dr. David Richards, 
Skowhegan; Beatrice Ritter, Torrington, CT; John and Lisa Robbins, 
Richmond; Phyllis Roberts, Newcastle; Catherine Robie, Ipswich, MA; 
Dr. Ned Robertson, Beachwood, OH; Lorraine Rodak, Hackensack, NJ; 
Edith Rowe, Bethel; Peter and Elsie Seames, Greenwood; John C. 
Schneider, Lynnfield, MA; Rex and June Slick, Middletown, IN; Arthur 
and Betty Ann Smith, Newburyport, MA; Ann Stanley, Hackensack, 
NJ; Donald R. Stanley, South Portland; Edward Stanley, Hackensack, 
NJ; Warren Stearns, Hanover; Doris Stengel, Wayne, NJ; Joanne 
Thurston Peabody Stewart, Portland; Nancy Stickney, North Salem, 
NH; Susan Strange, Potomac, MD; PersisSuddeth, Bowie, MD; Bertha 
Stevens, Bethel; Mary Telfer, Median, PA; Murray and Constance 
Thurston, Bethel; Margaret Joy Tibbetts, Bethel; Samuel and Nan 
Timberlake, Bethel; Don and Peggy Tobin, Bandera, TX; Dr. John and 
Margaret Trinward, North Waterford; Jaquelyn Van Leuven, Bethel; 
Margaret S. Ward, Sun City Center, FL; Mary Wheeler, Bethel; 
Elizabeth Delano Whiteman, Philadelphia,PA; Owen and Sue Wight, 
Newry; Ruth Wight, Bethel; Willard and Sylvia Wight, Newry, John 
Wiley, Hopewell, NY ; Priscilla Wiley, Woodbury, CT; Ronald Willard, 
Springfield, VA; EleanorWilson, Bedford, MA; Raymond and Eleanor 
York, Fayetteville, NC; Archie and Jane Young, Bethel. 


PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

We all celebrate events, whether they be birthdays, 
anniversaries, weddings, holidays, or any other special 
event that touches us throughout the year. Organizations 
such as ours also celebrate. The July 4 th Community Picnic 
featuring the Portland Brass Quintet, Sudbury Canada 
Days, Christmas with the Masons, New Year’s Bethel, and 
the Annual Meeting Barbecue are just a few of our annual 
events. In this issue, we celebrate twenty-five years of The 
Courier. 

Founded in 1 976, the Courier has long been recognized 
as one of the finest historical society publications and 
serves a variety of useful functions. Its main purpose is to 
inform our members about events, exhibits, and the 
financial health of the Society. In addition, we learn about 
the lives of members and their contributions as well as 
much local and regional history through the photographs 
and words of those who have lived in this area over the 
years. 

The continuing pages from the dairy of William 
Hastings illustrate this last point. Too often, we hear 
people refer to the “good old days” or how life was so 
much less complicated back then. Reading the Hastings 
diary, however, should change that viewpoint very 
quickly. Laboring from before dawn to after sunset, 
without the use of chainsaws, skidders, and other labor 
savings devices, those in a bygone era knew little of what 
we take for granted today. From the diary, we can obtain 
a feeling for those former times. I have a sense that not too 
many of us would really want to go back to those days. It 
is vitally important, however, that we understand how our 
forebears lived, and how these earlier lifestyles shaped our 
landscape, environment, and the political structure of what 
today has become our national heritage. Congratulations 
Courier, we all look forward to the next quarter century. 
My sincere thanks to our editor Stan Howe and to all who 
continue to make this publication one that everyone looks 
forward to receiving throughout the year. 

Alvin Barth 


ANNUAL FUND 

Help keep the Society strong by making a gift to its 
Annual Fund Campaign. Tax deductible contributions help 
support its exhibits, special events, publications, and other 
programming. Gifts in any amount may be made 
throughout the year to the Society at P.O. Box 12, Bethel, 
ME 04217-0012 






headline came out, “Unknown Is Maine’s Richest” with an 
extensive story about Mr. Bingham, everyone started 
deluging him with begging letters and he could no longer live 
his own life. He went into a shell. He was a wonderful man; 
he used to do a hesitation waltz, and I used to like to do it 
with him. He went to all the dances, and also played the 
violin beautifully. He was a delightful, genuine aristocrat.” 
(Volume 1, Number 2). 

In Volume 5, Number 1, we find Margaret Joy Tibbetts 
discussing the Irish Neighborhood, “I can remember going 
with my father when he paid calls in the Irish Neighborhood, 
probably in the late 1920s. The road was steep, narrow and 
hard for the old Ford. The Irish Neighborhood families were 
favorites of my father, Dr. Raymond R. Tibbetts, who was 
proud of the touch of Irish in his own background. He was 
particularly fond of the Harringtons, but he had good friends 
all over the Neighborhood. He relished their wit and much 
enjoyed it when Bernard Harrington teased him about being 
a Republican. (No one was ever a stronger Republican than 
the Doctor; the Irish Neighborhood, on the other hand, had 
many good Democrats.) But best of all, the Doctor 
appreciated the loyalty and tenacity of the Irish in the 
Neighborhood. They stuck with their friends and were proud 
of their heritage.” 

In the June 1 981 issue of The Courier , the Society’s most 
ambitious publication project of that era was announced. 
This was the reprinting of Dr. William B. Lapham’s History 
of Bethel: 1 768-1890 with new subject and name indexes as 
well as an interpretive essay which contained information on 
Lapham and his work as a local historian in addition to a 
brief history of the town since his era. Since that time, 
publication projects have been featured in The Courier, 
providing potential customers with information and 
incentives to purchase the book at a discount. 

A special edition of 772e Courier a\so appeared in 1981 in 
observance of the Indian Raid bicentenary. It was a sponsored 
issue with over sixty individuals and businesses making it 
possible. This issue contained an introduction, schedule of 
events, Nathaniel Segar’s Narrative, information on the 1881 
observance, Margaret Tibbetts’ recollections of the 1931 
sesquicentennial activities, biographies of well-known 
Indians of the region, plus numerous photos. It sold for $1 
and helped defray the expenses of this three day event. 

The organization’s emerging regional focus began to 
appear in a feature article focusing on Emeline Heath’s 
memories of the neighboring town of Gilead in the December 
1981 issue. Since that time, there have been articles on all 
kinds of regional topics by authors who arc primarily 
associated with other local historical societies. 

Memories of specific events or subjects increasingly 
became regular fare of The Courier beginning with Barbara 
Brown’s “I Remember the Snowboat” and becoming more 
ambitious with Leslie Davis’ Memoirs and in recent years the 
diary of William S. Hastings. All of these brought first-hand 
accounts of significant developments and changes. 

One of the most annoying moments for me in the 
publication of The Courier was in the Spring 1983 issue 


where through a printing error, the photo of the Bethel 
Grange #56 and one of the Kimball family neighborhood got 
interchanged. Not wanting to reject the whole issue due to 
publication pressures, we enclosed a slip of paper in each 
issue pointing out the mistake so confusion would be kept to^, 
a minimum. 

Beginning with the Indian Raid issue in 1 98 1 , we began to 
produce a sketch of some local history buildings to use as a 
special “logo” beside the address label. Through the years, 
this has varied from the East Bethel Church, to the Bethel 
Grand Trunk Station, to the Summer House, to the Middle 
Intervale Meeting House, to a Civil War soldier. In more 
recent years, sketches of the two buildings have been used 
focusing on the Regional History Center. 

Perhaps no article attracted more favorable comment than 
the memories recorded by Marjorie Farwell Cummings on 
her childhood growing up on a “mountain” farm. They were 
published in several installments beginning in the summer of 
1983 when she was in her mid-eighties. In one installment, 
she wrote: “For a few year in the early 1900s, my father and 
his brother, Porter Farwell of East Bethel, hayed their father’ s 
farm after all the families had moved away. Some years, part 
of our family would move there for a week or so while they 
were haying. They would take one of our cows along to have 
for milk. Wallace would take the shortcut across our place in 
later afternoon to help with the chores at home, and return 
when he had finished with the chores in the morning. It was 
interesting roaming about the old house. I remember seeing 
a cord bed. I had never seen one before; it had a big rope 
strung back and forth through holes in the side pieces, and - "' 
was topped with a com husk mattress. There were several 
beds and pieces of furniture around and in the kitchen an old 
table and chairs and a stove so Mama could cook the meals. 
The water came from a spring above the house and piped 
down to a tub outside the shed. Close to the back of the house 
stood a row of red cherry trees that still bore fruit, and nearby 
an apple orchard; on a small knoll was a cranberry patch, and 
there were a lot of blueberry bushes around. I liked to watch 
the men unload a load of hay with the big hayfork, that was 
attached to big ropes and pulleys. Grace says she remembers 
she didn’t like being called from picking blueberries to ride 
the horse outside as he pulled the big rope out that carried the 
hay to the scaffolds.” 

From time to time, The Courier has included special 
enclosures highlighting some special exhibit or a forthcoming 
publication. One of the first exhibits that gained attention by 
this means was the one on the Twitchell portraits in 1984. We 
also had others, including flyers on the William Rogers 
Chapman exhibit and the publication of a second edition of 
Eva Bean’s East Bethel Road, and the program for the 
conference on Rural Reform and Improvement. 

Although earlier issues had focused on officer and trustee 
profiles, in 1984, a regular feature of was instituted with what 
was titled “Member Profiles.” Longtime volunteer 
extrodinaire, Barbara Herrick Brown was featured as the first 
of this genre. Since that time over seventy profiles of 
outstanding volunteers or people significant to the Society for 
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one reason or another have been included. 

One of the unusual authors for a Courier article was 
Yvonne Nowlin, who as part of SAD # 44 Adult Education’s 
External Credit Option program, then supervised by our 
^urator of Collections Randall Bennett, researched and 
vvrote about the Bethel Agricultural Fair and Riverside Park. 
It was a popular topic and attracted broad interest and 
comment. 

Significant developments in the Society’s history have 
also been noted in The Courier. When photographs of the 
Mason portraits were included in the National Portrait 
Gallery catalog for its Chester Harding exhibit, this news was 
carried on the front page of a 1 985 issue. Items ranging from 
the receipt of major grants, announcements of bequests, 
policy and dues changes, annual financial report, and fund- 
raising success have all received space in The Courier. 

When the focus turned to assembling the histories of 
Bethel streets and neighborhoods in the 1980s, space was 
provided for these articles. A good deal of the history of 
various house sites is now included here, which frequently is 
consulted when anyone wants to know about his or her 
property. Because questions were asked while people were 
alive who remembered, we have saved considerable oral 
history that might otherwise have the gone the way of the 
grave. 

Another novel experience was the publication in 1990-91 
of Joyce Wanger’s article on 19 lh century medicine. A 
graduate student in history at West Virginia University, she 
worked under my supervision to complete her M.A. degree. 
*“''ne of her projects was to research and write a history of 19 th 
century medicine in Bethel. Since her husband was an 
emergency medical doctor at the Rumford Hospital , this topic 
had real significance for her. For many, this article was one 
of the best ones ever published in The Courier. 

One of the most unusual stories, in my opinion, was the 
memoir written by my grandmother, Edith Kimball Howe, a 
Charter member and close friend of Society founder Eva 
Bean, that I found after her death in 1975. It was not purely 
historical, but dealt with her friendship with a woodchuck she 
called “Mrs. Chuck.” Woodchucks on fanns are generally 
considered the enemy, but to my grandmother this female 
woodchuck became a pet that visited her daily looking for a 
handout and in doing so engaged the whole neighborhood. It 
amused and entertained her. Her memoir was published in the 
Spring 1 996 issue of The Courier and brought a variety of 
responses, most of them positive. 

In the final issue for 1 996, there appeared news of a grant 
fromExxon courtesy of Walter Hatch, then Society president. 
This would prove to be one of the “watershed” periods of 
Society history for it meant the advent of the computer era at 
Bethel Historical. The following year, nearly all functions of 
the organization were either computerized or in the process 
of being so. 

By 1998, the progress of the Society’s recently launched 
capital campaign began to be regularly reported. As the 
contributors increased, this space has gradually expanded 
until at present it takes up nearly two full pages. When the 


mortgage on the Robinson House was paid off, the official 
document to that effect was published so that everyone 
responsible for this good news (as well as the entire 
membership) could share the moment. 

As I look back on the past quarter century, The Courier 
has served in so many capacities. It has announced Society 
activities and milestones. It has included historical articles 
and photographs. It has provided all kinds of information to 
many members and friends scattered around the nation and 
world who in some cases have never set foot in Bethel, but 
wish to maintain a connection. This is a bit of what this 
publication has meant to many over the years. Future changes 
will come in time. The evolution from the early issues to the 
present one has been dramatic as the graphics have become 
bolder and more numerous. Photographs in the early days 
were more limited due to cost considerations, but today are 
found on nearly every page, sometimes spreading over entire 
pages. No one can tell just what The Courier will look like in 
another twenty-five years, but it is hoped that it will be 
enjoyed by even more readers in the future. 



Bethel Fire Department members prepare to use the back of 
the Robinson House for a training session. 



A film crew is set up in front of the Dr. Moses Mason House 
prior to filming a promotional piece highlighting what Bethel 
has to offer visitors 
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2002 Calendar of Events 

January 12: Exhibit Opening: “Plants and Animals in 
Peril: Maine’s Endangered Species,” Robinson House, on 
loan from the George B. Dorr Museum of Natural History, 
College of Atlantic until April 30 lh 

February 23: 28 lh Annual Heritage, Mason and Robinson 
Houses 

March 14: Spring course: “White Mountain Sampler” 
begins and continues until May 1 6 

May 9: Lecture: “Meet Mercy Lovejoy: A Maine Pauper 
in the 19 lh Century,” by Billie Gammon, former director of 
the the Washbum-Norlands, Livermore, ME, 7:30 p.m., 
Mason House Exhibit Hall 

May 25: 23 rd Annual Faye T aylor Memorial Art Show, 1 0 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Robinson House 

St. Never’s Day Sale, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (benefit of the 
Capital Campaign) 

June 1: Exhibit Opening, “Signs of the Times,” features 
over 30 signs of every description and period from the 
Society’s permanent collection 

June 13: Lecture: “Maine Civil War Photography,” by 
Earle G. Shettleworth, 7:30 p.m., Mason House Exhibit Hall 
July 2: Mason House opens for the summer, Tuesday 
through Sunday, 1-4 p.m. 

July 4: Fourth of July Community Picnic with music by 
the Portland Brass Quintet, Dr. Mason House lawn (if 
raining, Middle Intervale Meeting House), noon to 2 p.m. 

August 9-11: Sudbury Canada Days, summer heritage 
festival 

August 9: Hall Memorial Lecture by Joseph A. Conforti, 
professor of American and New England Studies, University 
of Southern Maine, “From Yankee Doodle to Yankee Go 
Home: The Odyssey of a Regional Character,” 7:30 p.m. 
Mason House Exhibit Hall 

September 5: 37"' Annual Meeting. Lecture: “From Down 
East, The Life of Edward Sylvester Morse,” by Herbert 
Adams, Cumberland County Register of Probate, 7:30 p.m., 
Mason House Exhibit Hall 

October 10: Lecture: “Western Maine Saints: Early 
Mormons in the Bethel Area,” by Mary Valentine, Bethel 
Historical Society, 7:30 p.m., Mason House Exhibit Hall 
November 14: “Life on the Edge: Social Structure and 
Dynamics in 17 th Century Pemaquid,” by Neill De Paoli, 
Ph.D., Resident Archaeologist at Colonial Pemaquid State 
Historic Site, 7:30 p.m., Mason House Exhibit Hall. 

December 5: Annual “Christmas with the Masons,” 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m., Dr. Moses Mason House 

December 3 1 : 5 ,h Annual New Year’s Bethel Celebration, 
beginning at 6 p.m. 

For further information, please call the Society at (207) 
824-2908 or (800) 824-2910. 



Lucia L. Schwarz 


Member Profile 
Lucia Schwarz 

Lucia Schwarz was born in Buffalo, NY, where she was 
educated before attending Cornell University, graduating in 
1956 with a major in English. Prior to her marriage, she was 
a service representative for Liberty Mutual. After marrying 
Eric Schwarz, an M.I.T. trained chemical engineer, in 1958, 
she moved to Amherst and then to Somers, NY, where she 
and her husband raised their three children. After the children 
entered school , she became a math and reading tutor. 

Following her husband’s retirement from Union Carbide, 
they sought to re-locate in a community on the edge of the 
wilderness. After looking at a number of locations, they were 
attracted to Bethel and decided to settle here. Both she and 
her husband are avid skiers. They have six grandchildren. 

Since their arrival, Lucia has been a volunteer at the 
Bethel Family Health Center, Maine Handicapped Skiing, 
Bethel Library, Mahoosuc Arts Council and for literacy 
programs. At the Society, she has been very active in v 
assisting with the gardens and grounds, mailings, special 
events, and house tours. 

Her hobbies include reading, hiking, and pastel painting. 
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Notes Regarding Bethel, Maine 

by 

William A. Valentine 

— (continued from the last issue) 

The Sugar Orchard 

About five miles from home on the road to Newry Corner, 
there was a farmer named Timothy Jewett. On his farm was 
a large orchard of sugar maples extending up the side of Mt. 
Will. In 1 878, Jewett made a deal to carry on the orchard for 
ten years with Moses A. Mason on a 50-50 basis. 

I think Mason put in some capital to get more equipment. 
I believe that was probably when the new evaporator pan was 
put in. It was about twelve feet long and perhaps four feet 
wide and about eight inches deep. There were hollow baffles 
about four inches high extending nearly across the pan and 
one joined to the wall at the left side so the sap had to follow 
a sinuous course back and forth across the pan from end to 
end except as it boiled over the baffles more or less. There 
was float controlled siphon that regulated the feed of the sap 
from the storage tank into the pan and when it was in full 
operation sap would be feeding into the pan at the furnace 
end and maple syrup be drawn off at back end. The fire was 
at the front end, but the products of combustion travelled 
under the pan the full length to the chimney at the back end. 

Mr. Mason did not care to do the work himself so he made 
^ bargain with my father to do his part of the work for Vi Mr. 
Mason’s share of the proceeds. 

There was a watercourse down through the orchard and in 
the spring time a considerable stream ran down there fed by 
the melting snows. 

About 500 of the sap barrels were of wood and they would 
dry out during the year so they were leaky and each spring we 
had to rig up troughs to bring the water down to the sugar 
camp and it was my job to keep the buckets filled with water 
for a day or two until they swelled up and became water tight. 

There were also 500 tin sap buckets and we had malleable 
iron sap spouts to put in the trees and each spout had a hook 
to hang a bucket on. 

We had sap spouts made of pine wood with a small hole 
bored thru them from end to end for the sap to flow through. 

These spouts were saved from year to year but in the 
summer the mud wasps would fill up many of the holes so 
each spring we had a day or two of work in the workshop 
burning out the holes with a heated wire. 

The older section of the orchard across the brook from the 
sugar house was on quite a steep hillside and I think the wood 
buckets were usually used there, while the tin buckets were 
used in the new orchard where the trees were younger. There 
was quite an open space between the sugar house and the new 
orchard and when tapping that orchard we each used to 
telescope as many tin buckets one inside another as we 
thought we could carry, hoist them up on our shoulders and, 
walking on snowshoes, carry them a quarter of a mile to the 


new orchard. 

One bucket was hung to each tree of the smaller trees, 
perhaps 15" diameter, but there were a few huge trees about 
the orchard three or four feet in diameter, and they would 
have three or four buckets each. 

When it came to collecting the sap they had a hogshead 
mounted on a sled and drawn by a yoke of oxen as they 
would wallow along quietly through deep snow up to their 
bellies where the average team of horses would plunge and 
tear and get into trouble. 

The usual output of the orchard was about 200 gallons of 
maple syrup but would be more in bulk now as they would 
not boil it down so much nowadays. 

Mr. Jewett said that once in his father’s time they had an 
exceptional year when they made 400 gallons. I was seldom 
there except during the preliminary work of getting ready for 
the run and helping pack things away when the season was 
over. 

Father did the boiling and kept the fires going night and 
day. 

When it came to putting away the tin sap buckets they took 
the last run of sap and boiled it down just a little and each 
bucket was given a rinse in it and left to dry with a slightly 
sweet coating. 

I think Mason’s agreement ended in 1888 and I believe 
they never worked the sugar orchard after that. 

The sugar house fell in ruin years ago and Charles tells me 
he thinks at least part of the sugar orchard has been cut down. 

(to be continued in the next issue) 



Hon. Margaret Joy Tibbetts, former U.S. Ambassador to 
Norway and a past Society president, gave the final lecture in 
the 2001 series at the Dr. Moses Mason House Lecture Hall 
speaking on her more than seventy-five years of Bethel 
memories. 
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2001 ANNUAL FUND SETS RECORD 

Over $21,000 from 387 donors, a record level, was raised 
during 2001 for the Society’s 2001 Annual Fund campaign. 
The Committee, John Head, chair, Dorothy Bartlett, Arlan 
Jodrey, Alden Kennett, and Danna Nickerson expresses their 
deep gratitude to all those who made this milestone possible. 
Annual Fund gifts were made by the following: Roger, Jr. 
and Nancy Adams, West Simsbury, CT; Robert Albota, 
Ottawa, Ontario, in memory of Geraldine Howe; Earl P. 
Anderson, Gorham, NH; William and Deborah Andrews, 
Newry; Mary Angevine, Bethel, in memory of Elizabeth 
Blake; Roland E. Annis, Jr., Bethel, in memory of Louise 
Annis; Roberta Arbree, Randolph, NH; Jim and Linda 
Auman, Warren, NJ; Nancy Babcock, Newry; Jo and Romeo 
Baker, Newry; Alan and Mary Alice Bancroft, Paris, in 
memory of Geraldine Howe; Elizabeth L. Bane, Bethel, in 
memory of Geraldine Howe; A1 and Lee Barth, Bethel; 
Dorothy Bartlett, Bethel, in memory of Urban and Lillian 
Bartlett; Elizabeth H. Bartlett, Fresno, CA, in memory of 
Albert B. Bartlett; Otis Bartlett, Gorham, NH; Urban Bartlett, 
Bethel; Durward and Alice Bean, New Gloucester; Penelope 
P. Beckman, Litchfield, CT, in memory of Marjorie 
MacArthur Noll; Anne Benedict and Skip Freeman, Boston, 
MA; Bessie E. Bennett, Bethel, in memory of Lester Bennett; 
“Hi” and Mary Lou Berry, Newry, in memory of Judith 
Freeman Costa; The Bethel Citizen, Bethel; Bethel Furniture 
Stock, Inc., Bethel; Bethel Rotary Club, Bethel; Linona 
Blake, West Paris, in memory of Estes and Eva Yates; Laurel 
Blossom, New York, NY; Gwyneth & Ken- Bohr, Bethel; 
Garret and Melody Bonnema, Bethel; Bonnie and Keith 
Bowden, Melrose, MA, in memory of Geraldine Howe; Bud 
and Florine Bowden, Albany Township, in memory of 
Elizabeth Scribner; Collen F. Boyd, West Bethel; Chandler 
A. Briggs, South Paris, in memory of Anna Briggs; Donald 
and Eleanor Brooks, Bethel; Arlene G. Brown, Bethel, in 
memory of Geraldine Howe; Beatrice B. Brown, Bethel; 
Leland Brown, Bethel, in memory of Barbara D. Brown; 
Gurdon S. Buck, Watertown, MA; Norma and Albert Buck, 
Oxford, in memory of Elizabeth Scribner; Faith and Phil 
Buell, Newry; Denny and Rosemary Bunn, Tallahassee, FL; 
Lois S. Burgess, Bethel; Lynn Burnett, Seattle, WA; Edward 
V. Bush, Bourne, MA, in memory of Catherine Lyon Bush; 
Donald and Mary Calderwood, Mesa, AZ, in memory of 
Muriel Thompson and “Libby” Scribner; Catherine Canavan, 
Cool, CA; Dr. William and Ina B. Carey, Framingham, MA, 
in memory of Frances Gunther; Frances S. Carlton, Dixfield, 
in memory of Geraldine Howe; Prentiss & Frieda Camell, 
West Sand, NY; Sara S. Carson, Oxford, in memory of 
William R. Stowell; Stephen and Lynda Chandler, 
Brunswick; Rosalind R. Chapman, Bethel; Dr. Donald M. 
Christie, Jr., Gray; Geoffrey E. and Martha Fuller Clark, 
Portsmouth, NH; Elinor W. Clifford, Farmington, in memory 
of Gordon K. Clifford; Nancy S. Coan, Washington, DC; 
Howard and Ginny Cole, Bethel; Eleanor B. Conary, 
Norwich, CT, in memory of Wilfred G. Conary; Eva and 
Rupert Conroy, Auburn, in memory of Sylvia and Dellison 
Conroy; Victor L. Coolidge, Bethel; Roland and Barbara 
Crocker, Riverside, RI, in memory of Wallace and Lilias 
Coolidge; Clayton and Lola Crockett, Bethel; Freda M. 
Davis, Bethel; Robert and Pauline Davis, Bethel; Judith 
Decker, Reading, MA, in memory of Margaret Hu.'.vins 
Everett; Thomas DeLuca, D.O., Rumford; Don and Joyce 
Dimick, Osprey, FL; Patricia C. Doocn, Bethel; James and 
Julia Dougherty, Larchmont, NY; Barbara A. Douglass, 


Bethel; Richard A. Douglass, Inc., Bethel; Josiah and Joanne 
Drummond, Bethel; Chad and Kate Dumais, Auburn; Frances 
Dunn, Damariscotta; Carole and Richard Duplessis, Mason 
Township; Hugh and Mariann Durgin, Waterford, in memory 
of John E. Grover; Diane and Byron Dyer, Westbrook, in-^ 
memory of Roland Turgeon and Bruce Dyer; Katheryn M 
Eames, Cape Elizabeth; Lawrence and Marlene Engdahl, 
Guilford, CT; ExxonMobil Foundation, Princeton, NJ; 
Howard and Alice Fales, West Redding, CT, in memory of 
Geraldine Howe; Walter and Phyllis Fales, Au Gres, MI; 
Esther L Famum, Norway; Norm and Barbara Ferguson, 
Hanover, in memory of Geraldine Howe; Barbara Ferrell, 
Scarborough; Jayne W. Fife, Salt Lake City, UT, in memory 
of Mary Ann Steams Winters; Betty Ann and Bing Fishman, 
Manchester, MA, in memory of Annie Fishman; John and 
Julia Fox, West Newton, MA; Doris W. Fraser, Bethel, in 
memory of Geraldine Howe; Paul B. Frederic, Starks; Eben 
W. and Barbara Freeman, Bethel; Robert J. Fredrickson, 
Alpharetta, GA, in memory of Dorothy Fredrickson; Marian 
Gates, Ann Arbor, MI, in memory of F. H. Penley; Arthur 
and Ruth Gilbert, West Bethel, in memory of Arthur Head, 
Elizabeth M. Gilbert, Bethel, in memory of George M 
Gilbert; Shirley and Marilyn Gilbert, West Bethel; Steven M. 
Goldstein, Hopkinton, MA; Joan S. Goodhew, Atlanta, GA; 
Goodwins, Inc., Norway; Wilma Gorman, Bethel, in memory 
of Willard Bean; Jeremiah and Pamela Gotjen, Syracuse, NY, 
in memory of Mildred C. Thomas; Alice C. Grady, Acton, 
MA, in memory of Dr. Timothy Carter; Lillian H. Grant, 
Gorham, in memory of Ruth Dearbron; Scott Grant, Bethel; 
Wende Gray, Bethel; Jerry and Jeri Brooks Greenwell, 
Bethel, in memory of Dana G. Brooks; Delbert and Helen 
Grover, St. Ann, MO; Susan and Bill Hamill, Richmond, VA; 
Colwyn and Judy Haskell, Bethel; Pamela S. Heydon^. 
Wilton, CT; Carolyn and Tom Harrison, Portland, L 
memory of Elizabeth Emery Wight and Ruth Emery Verville; 
Doris M. and David R. Hastings, Fryeburg; Florence B. 
Hastings, Bethel, in memory of Geraldine Howe; Walter and 
Carol Hatch, Bethel; Mike and Penny Hathaway, Conway, 
NH, in memory of Gertrude Hutchins; John and Fumiko 
Head, Bethel; Clayton and Helen Heath, Norway, in memory 
of Ed Vachon; Charles H. Heino, Belgrade, in memory of 
Pam Douglass Hutchins; Sharon Heiss, Fremont, CA, in 
memory of Patty Bartlett and David Sessions; Tom Hildreth, 
Java House, Bethel; Richard and Lorrie Hoeh, Albany 
Township, in memory of Geraldine Howe; Adolf U. Honkala, 
Midlothian, VA; Barbara H. Honkala, Bethel, in memory of 
Geraldine Howe; Richard and Jane Hosterman, West Bethel, 
in memory of Geraldine Howe; Stanley R. Howe, Bethel, in 
memory of Daphne A. Chapman, Leslie A.Noyes, Alfred F. 
Howard, Dr. Richard D. Bush, Archie L. Young, Royden A. 
Keddy, Elizabeth Baker, Florence O’Connor, Edmond 
Vachon, James Mann, Sr., Stanley Brown, Elton Coolidge, 
Barbara Willey, Joan Trapp Wiese, Rev. Clifford Laws, 
Donald W. Calderwood, James Yamell, Peg Wheeler, Alice 
Kimball, Ruth H. Cummings; Lee and Ginny Hutchins, 
Bethel, in memory of Pamela Hutchins; IBM International 
Foundation, Raleigh, NC; Vernon L. Ingraham, Wareham, 
MA, in memory of Ronald J. LaMeire; Dana and Mildred 
Jackson, Bethel, in memory of Geraldine Howe; John Jr. and 
Kyoko Jacobsen, New City, NY; Arlan and Eleanor Jodrey, 
Bethel; John Hancock Financial Services, Inc., Princeton, „ 
NJ; Alice P. Keddy, Gorham, in memory of Royden A. 
Keddy; James T. and Celeste Keith, Bethel; Virginia and 
Eugene Kelly, Bethel; Rebecca P. Kendall, Bethel; Ron and 
Gete Kendall, Bethel; Alden and Mabel Kennett, Bethel, in 
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memory of Geraldine Howe; Lois M. Kilroy, Bethel; Kimball 
Family, in memory of Alice H. Kimball, Bethel; Edith-Ellen 
Kimball, Newburyport, MA, in memory of Lawrence D. 
Kimball, Jr., D.O.; Gordon L. Kimball, Gray; John and 
Margaret King, Lakeland, FL, in honor of the King Family; 
'“Herbert and Ruth Kittredge, Hanover, in memory of Harold 
Rolfe; Sara Kolb, Centreville, VA, in memory of Bryant 
Bean; James D. Konkel, Cape Elizabeth, Helen L. Kraul, 
Portland; Barbara and Harry Kuzyk, Bethel; Dale and 
Barbara Lapham, Hanover; Gil and Carol LeClair, Green 
Valley, AZ, in honor of Daisy LeClair; Will and Mary 
Leland, Berkeley Heights, NJ; Stephen Little, Dover, MA; 
James H. Locke, Topeka, KS; Elizabeth Lord, Bethel; Alfred 
W. Lovejoy, Traverse City, Ml; Arlene D. Lowell, Bethel, in 
memory of Lloyd B. Lowell; Frank and Bea Lowell, Newry, 
in memory of Dan & Iola Forbes; H. Merrill Luthe, Portland; 
Allisterand Carolyn MacDormond, Gilead; Barbara Mahler, 
Bethel; Maine Line Products, Greenwood; The Maine Press, 
Bethel; Don and Linda Mann, Rockland; MARCO, Inc., Roy 
and Mary Newton, Gorham, NH; Dr. John and Tracy Mason, 
Bethel; Geneva J. McCoy, Gilead, in memory of Samuel F. 
McCoy; Robert McCrea, Meriden, CT,in memory of Mary 
McCrea; Nancy H. Mercer, Bethel, in memory of James K. 
and Agnes H. Haines; Davene Mitchell, Locke Mills; Thomas 
H. Mitchell, Culver City, CA, in memory of Albert T. 
Mitchell; Marilyn Noyes Mollicone, Augusta, in memory of 
Leslie Noyes; James and Josephine Monahan, Bethel, in 
memory of the McMillin and Monahan Family; Dr. Charles 
Morris and Diane Bartlett Morris, Tallahassee, FL, in 
memory of Zenas W. Bartlett, Jr. ;Jeremiah Morris, Teaticket, 
MA; David and Ann Morton, Bryant Pond, in memory of 
Geraldine Howe; Helen A. Morton, Newry; Herbert Morton 
111, Andover, MA, in honor of Persis G. Post; Ellen Mugar, 
"“■■"ape Elizabeth; Billy Murphy, Bethel; Dave and Nancy 
Murphy, Bethel, in honor of Judith Schronc; Dorothea 
Murphy, Bethel, in memory of Abbie B. Valley; Robert and 
Bcthia Newmarker, Tolland, CT; George and Danna 
Nickerson, Bethel, in memory of Gerry Howe; Hazel F. 
O’Donnell, Newton, MA, in memory of Wallace Farwell; 
Chris Otten, Bethel, in honor of Elizabeth Hare Bennett; 
Marvin and Tineke Ouwinga, Bethel, in memory ofGeraldine 
Howe; Jean K. Owen, Bethel; Jim and Lucia Owen, 
Stoneham; Oxford Telecom, Buckfield; Mansfield M. 
Packard, South Paris; Earlon and Mary Paine, Bethel; Pat’s 
Pizza of Bethel; Bethel; Barbara Patterson, Bethel, in 
memory of M. Wayne and Larry Patterson; Wendy and 
Richard Penley, Bethel; Lillian E. Perkins, Bethel, inmemory 
of James and Ernest Perkins; Marian T.Perkins, Unity; 
Louise L. Poisson, Cape Neddick, in memory of E. Louise 
Lincoln and Arthur Lincoln; Marilyn Ponchak, Hebron, CT, 
in honor of Philbrook ancestors and Ponchak grandchildren; 
Persis Post, Shelburne, VT, in memory of Geraldine Howe; 
Eunice G. Powell, Hanover, in memory of Harold R. Powell; 
Eleanor L. Pugliese, Bethel, in memory of Anthony L. 
Pugliese; Kenneth and Sarah Ramage, Bethel; Dick and 
Gretchen Rasor, Bethel, in memory of John Bayerlein; 
Riverview Resort, Bethel; Henry and Elizabeth Robertson, 
Bethel; Lillian Rose, Portsmouth, NH; Edith and Charlie 
Seashore, Columbia, MD; John and Suzanne Schneider, 
Lynnfield, MA; Charles and Joanne Scontras, Cape 
Elizabeth; Becky Sccrest, Bethel; Roxanne T. Sly, Brooklin; 

"“'Smith and Town Printers LLC, Berlin, NH, in memory of 
Roger Godbout; Arthur and Cathy Smith, Petaluma, CA, in 
memory of the 9-11-2001 victims; Charles Mason Smith, 
M.D., York Harbor; Mrs. E.M. Spalding, Tewksbury, MA; 



Woodland Cemetery in 2001 as it makes the transformation 
back to the garden cemetery that Dr. Moses Mason and 
others envisioned in the 1850s and 1860s. 


Bob and Janet Spidell, San Clemente, CA; Fred andMargaret 
Spielman, Paris, in honor of Florence Hastings; Nancy 
(Farrell) and John Sposato, Dover, NH, in memory of Ruth 
Farrell and Edward “Ned” Hastings; Warren and Marcia 
Steams, Zephyrhills, FL, in memory of Geraldine Howe; 
Elisabeth Stedman, Ottawa, Ontario, in memory of Rodney 
Howe; Doris B. Stengel, Wayne, NJ, in honor of Libby 
Shirrefs; Bertha Stevens, Bethel, in memory of Clyde 
Stevens; Mrs. Charles Stevens, Scarborough; Sarah and 
Ranald Stevens, Bethel, in memory of Geraldine Howe; 
Joanne P. Stewart, Portland, in memory of John M. Peabody; 
Stone Mountain Mortgage, Bethel; George Stowell, 
Falmouth, in memory of Billy Stowell; Michael S. Stowell, 
Flagler Beach, FL, in memory of Billy Stowell; Larry and 
Rowena Strout, N. Waterboro, in memory of Stan and Millie 
Wentzell; Persis Suddeth, Bowie, MD, in memory of Persis 
Amazina Cushman; Ruth and James Sughrue, Falmouth; Jane 
Sullivan, Portland, in memory of Geraldine Howe; Sunday 
River Brewing, Bethel; Albert H. Taylor, Cumberland 
Center; Sally and Dick Taylor, Bethel; Clara H. Thurston, 
Fryeburg; Margaret Joy Tibbetts, Bethel, in memory of 
Ashby Tibbetts; Peggy and Don Tobin, Bandera, TX, in 
memory of Florence Twitched Tobin; John and Jan Todd, 
Bethel; Gale Tout, Bethel; Dr. John and Margeret Trinward, 
Waterford, in memory of Nancy Trinward; Sarah S. Tucker, 
Bethel; Robert and Janice Twitched, Haddonfield, NJ; 
William Ullman, Bethel; Sudie L. Vachon, Bethel; Pieter and 
Barbara van der Veer, Reston, VA, in memory of Herbert P. 
Shirrefs; Stephen Verrill, Concord, MA, in memory of Floyd 
and Amy Verrill; Margaret Sherwood Ward, Sun City, FL, in 
in memory of Cora Farwell Sherwood; Erland and Margaret 
Wentzell, Windham, in memory of Stan and Millie Wentzell; 
Les Whall, Salt Lake City, UT, in memory of Marzee York 
Whall; W. J. Wheeler Co., Inc., Bethel; Nancy and Bid 
White, Bethel; Elizabeth Whiteman, Philadelphia, PA, in 
memory of Oscar Trautman; Kristin, Pipp & Peter Wiese, 
Rollinsford, NH, in memory of Joan T. Wiese; Owen and Sue 
Wight, Newry; Ruth W. Wight, Bethel; Steve and Peggy 
Wight, Newry; Willard and Sylvia Wight, Newry, in honor of 
Sis Post; Elizabeth V. Willard, Portland, in memory of John 
Jay Willard, Jr.; Nancy Willard, Bryant Pond; Dennis and 
Rita Wilson, Bethel; Gloria J. Wilson, Bethel; Raymond E. 
York, Camarillo, CA, in memory of James B. York; Robert 
and Jeanette York, Orrs Island; Jane B. Young, Bethel, in 
memory of Archie Young, Jr.; Jacqueline Van Leuven, 
Bethel; Dean and Priscella Walker, Bethel; Barbara M. Yates, 
Newry, in memory of Bryce Yates. 
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Diary of William S. Hastings 

(continued from the last issue) 

1938-November 15, Cool, squally. 

Shot a 4 point buck in B Brook swamp. 30 rods, 1 shot. 
November 1 6, Clear, cold, windy. Broke my back cranking 
motor. Awful day. Came home at night. November 17, Snow 
& rain. Norway to have back fixed. Painful ! November 18, 
Rain. On back all day. November 19, Cloudy, rain. Laid up. 
Can hardly move. November 20, Clear, cool. Home all day. 
Back is bad. November 21, Clear, cool. Bob in Portland. 
$1.15 cwt at Johnsons. Norway again. Back is bad & one leg 
short. November 22, Clear. Still in bed. November 23, Clear, 
warm. No change. November 24, Cold, cloudy. Thanksgiving 
Day. Dad here for dinner. Put in windows in p.m. Snow at 
night. November 25, Cold : Snow & windy. Blizzard, 1 ft. 
snow. Drifting bad. Went to Norway. Wild day. Put stove in 
shed cellar. November 26, Clouding, -8 [degrees], Took John 
to Bethel. Got haircut. Back is some better. November 27, 
Cloudy, light snow. Greenwood in p.m. November 28, Clear. 
“Puttered around.” Back is better. November 29, Cloudy. 
Tried to put up spuds. Back is bad- November 30, Cloudy, 
warm. Dad is hunting. P.M. I went hunting a little. Dad drove 
3 deer by me (just out of sight) in the Home Pasture. Fired 
twice at flag. Missed. End of season. December 1, Cold, 
windy. Norway in p.m. Looked up deeds. Had back fixed. 
November 2, Cold, windy. Back better. I started running 
wires to Garage frommy house. December 3, Clear, cold. Ran 
wires to garage & ran cable. December 4, Warm. Ran lines 
South of 10R7 & 9R7. December 5, Rain. Put in two 
windows for Gene Bums. December 6, Rain. Went to South 
Paris with Bob. Dr. Swett is sick. Looked up old deeds. 
Rodney set my back in place. December 7, Clear, warm. 
Worked all a.m. on water system. Air in pipe. P.M. built a 
door & hung it for Gene [Bums], December 8, Clouding. 
Finished Gene’s door & windows. Worked on pine job in 
p.m. Installed Junior Steward in Masons. December 9, Rain. 
Built a dray. Helped John with his car. December 10, Rain!!! 
Brooks are up. Finished wiring garage. Snow is about gone. 
December 11, Mild. Checked bearing & dividing lines in 
L9R7. Greenwood in p.m. December 12, Snow & rain. Ruth 
& I went to Portland Xmas shopping. December 13, Clear, 
warm. Bob in Portland. 1.35 cwt at Johnsons. Dad & I 
swamped roads in L10R7. Back is weak. December 14, 
Cloudy, snow. December 15, Clear, cold. John & I went to 
Norway. December 16, Fair & warm. Laid around home. 
December 1 7, Cloudy. Thrashed beans, 1 5 bu. December 1 8, 
Cloudy & snow. Ran line between Haines & Kimball L9R7. 
December 19, Cloudy,. Threshed beans. 7 bu., 22 in all. 
Eleven bu. for Noyes. Dccember20, Cloudy. Sawed & hauled 
furnace wood all day. Fixed John’s separator. December 2 1 , 
Cloudy. Butchered 3 hogs. Ruby Smith’s funeral at 2:30. 
December 22, Cold, windy. December 23, Cloudy. Cut up 
hog. Took bean thresher home. Potatoes to Norway. Back is 
O.K. (To be continued in the next issue) 



BOOK REVIEW 

Women of the Dawn. By Bunny McBride. (Lincoln: 
University of Nebraska Press, 1999. Pp. 152. Cloth. $22; 
Paper. $1 1.95) 


Anthropologist Bunny McBride’s book about four 
Abenaki women named Molly is as artfully constructed as 
an Indian basket. Each story details the personal history of 
a woman who struggles to create her place in her own 
century. Each woman is unique and fascinating. 

The first Molly is Molly Mathilde (ca. 1 665-17 1 7). Her 
father was a chief ofMaine’s coastal area. Hermotherwas 
also descended from a family of chiefs. Thus the French 
Baron of Castine rightfully saw her as nobility when he 
married her. Eventually one of her sons traveled to France 
to assume his father’s title as the fourth Baron of Castine. 
The second Molly is our local heroine, Molly Ockett (ca. 
1740-1816). Those who are familiar with her story will 
find little that adds to existing knowledge, but the tale is 
well told, if speculative on some points, such as her stay 
in Massachusetts. The third Molly is Molly Molasses (ca. 
1775-1867), a resident of the Penobscot community on 
Indian Island near Old Town. By this time, the Abenaki 
were reduced in numbers and in spirit. Penobscot leader, 
John Neptune fathered her four children, but Molly largely 
fended for herself and her children. As she aged, Molly 
Molasses became a bitter woman who at times begged for 
coins or sold pictures of herself. She was sometimes 
feared as a witch. The fourth Molly Dellis (1903-1977), 
who overcame hardship to become an actress and dancer 
performing in silent movies and on the stage as Molly 
Spotted Elk. She was a hit in Paris and, like Molly 
Mathilde, married a Frenchman. McBride uses the fourth 
Molly as a literary device to weave the four stories into a 
whole. Each of the four stories is introduced by a 
“portage” in which Molly Dellis researches and tries to 
come to terms with each of “the Mollys.” 

“The Four Mollys: Women of the Dawn” is the title of 
an exhibit, curated by Bunny McBride, on view through 
October at the new Abbe Museum in Bar Harbor. Our own 
Randy Bennett is recognized as contributing to the exhibit. 
Interested readers should see the exhibit if possible. In any 
event, read Women of the Dawn for historical interest as 
well as a compelling look at four fascinating Abenaki 
women. Each, in her own way, coped with and often 
transcended the difficulties of being female in a culture 
dominated by men as well as an indigenous person in a 
country being overrun by land-grabbing settlers. 

Patricia Stewart 

Greenwood, Maine 
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A Great Gift Idea . . . 

"Among the White Mountains" 

Souvenir Playing Cards 

The natural beauty of the White Mountains of Maine and 
New Hampshire has long attracted explorers, adventurers and 
tourists. What better way to recall the rich history and 
spectacular scenery of this region than with this fine reproduction 
of a circa 1900 set of playing cards originally manufactured by 
Chisholm Brothers of Portland, Maine. The cards feature 52 
views of waterfalls, mountains, railroad scenes, and grand hotels. 
The backs display an impressive view of the "Old Man of the 
Mountain" in Franconia Notch. S9.95 

The Museum Shop also carries White Mountain Notecards , 
sixteen full-color reproductions of spectacular nineteenth cen- 
tury White Mountain landscapes (from the collections of the 
New Hampshire Historical Society), with identifying informa- 
tion. Boxed with matching envelopes. $9.95 

To order : Send check or money order to the Bethel Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 04217-0012. Members may deduct 
10% from prices given on orders of $10 or more. Shipments to Maine 
addresses should include 5% sales tax. Shipping fees: under $10 = 
$2.00; $10 to $19.99 = $3.00; $20 and over = $4.00 

*For a list of additional items available from the Museum Shop, 
please visit our web site at www.bethelhistorical.org 
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